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During the Gilded Age, rapid changes in the industrial sector equally became associated with political, religious and social structure changes. The new rampant changes saw powerful unleashed forces in American life. In the progressive era, appropriate regulations were necessary to resolve problems such as urban squalor, loss of social norms, the onrush of foreign immigrants, and the vast outbreak of political radicalism that confronted the Americans. Towards the end of the 19th century, individual states commenced regulating industry and commerce. Big businesses in railroads, oil, meatpacking and steel were subjected to a law passed to check the operation and growth of such corporations. Granger laws were responsible for railroad businesses that posed problems to America's legal system. In 1877, the Supreme Court upheld the laws to be regulated by individual states because the business and other large-sized companies affected the public interest. The later ruling saw the federal government regulate interstate commerce and national businesses operating in it. As a result, railroads businesses and other new companies operated in the public's interest and ensured legal considerations by the start of the 20th century.
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